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Scene

An ltalian village, in the mid-19th century

Synopsis

Act I: The lawn of AdinaOs farmhouse on her estate near the village.

Adina, Giannetta, and a group of peasants are resting beneath a shade tree.
Nemorino laments that he has nothing to offer Adina but love. The peasants urge
their mistress to read them a story N how Tristan won the heart of Isolde ‘with

a magic love potion. Sergeant Belcore swaggers in and asks for Adina0s hand in
marriage. She responds that she will think it over. When Adina and Nemorino

are left alone, he awkwardly declares his love. She tells him his time would be
better spent looking after his ailing uncle than mooning over her, for she is fickle

as a breeze.

Villagers hail the traveling salesman Dr. Dulcamara, who proclaims the virtues of
his patent Omedicine.0 The potion is inexpensive so the villagers buy eagerly.
Nemorino asks Dulcamara if he sells the elixir of love described in AdinaOs book.
Pulling out a bottle of Bordeaux, the charlatan declares this is the very draught.
Though it costs him his last cent, Nemorino buys the wine and hastily drinks it.
Adina enters to find him tipsy; certain of winning her love, he pretends indifference.
To punish him,Adina flirts with Belcore, who persuades her to marry him at once.
Horrified, Nemorino begs Adina to wait one more day, but she ignores him and
invites the entire village to her wedding feast. Nemorino rushes away, moaning
that he has been ruined by DulcamaraOs elixir.

15 Minute Intermission

Act Il: The same. At the pre-wedding supper, Dulcamara and Adina entertain
with a barcarole. Adina goes off with Belcore to sign the marriage contract and
the guests disperse. Dulcamara is joined by Nemorino, who begs for another
bottle of elixir, although he has no money. Belcore returns, annoyed that Adina
has postponed the wedding until nightfall. Nemorino explains his financial plight
to Belcore, who persuades him to join the army and receive a bonus awaiting all
volunteers. Nemorino signs up, enabling him to buy more elixir.

Peasant girls hear from Giannetta that NemorinoOs uncle has died and willed him
a fortune. When he reels in, giddy from a second bottle of wine, they besiege
him with attention. Adina and Dulcamara arrive and see him leave with a bevy
of beauties, and she, angry that he has sold his freedom to Belcore, grows doubly
furious. Dulcamara claims that NemorinoOs popularity is due to the magic potion.
Adina replies she will win him back through her own charms. Reentering alone
in a pensive mood, Nemorino acts disinterested. Adina finally confesses to
Nemorino that she bought back his enlistment papers because she loves him.
Belcore marches in to find Adina affianced to Nemorino. Declaring that thousands
of women await him, Belcore accepts the situation philosophically. Attributing
NemorinoOs happiness and inheritance to the elixir, Dulcamara quickly sells more
bottles before making his escape.

As a courtesy to the performers and audience, patrons arriving
after the performance has started will be seated at intermission.
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Program Notes

Gaetano DonizettiOs opera LOElisir dOAmore is by its own creation a true Oelixir of
love.O It contains all the essential elements for a true evening of romance: the Italian
countryside, whimsical courtship, sentimental tenderness, the shadows of nightfall,
cheap Bordeaux! and music that truly lifts the heart.

LOElisir dOAmore premiered May 12, 1832 and is believed to have been composed in
two weeks. It is the earliest of Gaetano DonizettiOs operas never to have left the
standard operatic repertoire, and during his lifetime it was one of Donizetti®s most
frequently performed works. Donizetti alternates sparkling tunes with emotional
melodies. His gift for pungent characterization in his melodies and orchestration
illuminates the score. The story first originated as an Italian play, Il filtro, by Silvio
Malaperta, then became an opera by Daniel Auber called Le Philtre (1831) with a
libretto by Eugene Scribe. Donizetti, on all accounts, was a true lyric theater dramatist.
His musical inspiration was often associated with the potential emotional substance
and development of the characters in a given plot. He often made and asked for
additions and changes in the libretto to satisfy his dramatic tastes and what he thought
the audience would want. It was suggested (demanded) by Donizetti that OUna furtiva
lagrima® be added to the libretto even after repeated objections by Romani. How
grateful we are that Donizetti won that battle! He enjoyed high theatrical drama in
his compositions.

Identified as an Qopera comicad or Oromantic opera buffa,® LOElisir dOAmore refle
sentimental development of its characters not heard in opera of its type during the
time. Nemorino, a village simpleton, learns to assert himself, as Adina comes to
understand that a constant heart is preferable to the fickle one of a practiced womanizer
(Belcore). Our production gives special consideration to the charactersO relationships
to each other before the start of the opera. The line separating the social classes in
the eighteenth century was becoming less defined by the early nineteenth century.
Marriage was becoming less dependent on arrangements by exclusive bloodlines, and
more on OwealthO in general. The working class landowners were now getting all the
cultural conveniences of the wealthy: education, art and musical instruction.

Adina comes from a family who has made their wealth from cultivating and harvesting
their land. Although she was given the best in education and instruction in deportment,
she is essentially, at heart, part of the workers that serve her. As children, Adina and
Nemorino were playmates unaware of the social class that would separate their future
lives. But as they grew older,Adina, as a cultural formality, distanced herself from casual
contact with Nemorino. At the start of the opera the audience is introduced immediately

to the conflict. During this one twelve hour period in the lives of these two characters,
two additional outside characters are introduced to heighten the conflict and resolve
it: Belcore, an arrogant sergeant of a local military garrison and Dr. Dulcamara, a
traveling salesman of bogus cures. BelcoreOs interest in Adina has little to do with
heartfelt love. Winning Adina is for Belcore a conquest, with their proposed marriage
serving as a status symbol. Based on their casual contact in the second act, Dr.
Dulcamara and Adina must have met before his arrival (possibly he was known by her
parents). Adina allows his fraudulent transactions with her workers because his product
(being mostly alcohol) truly gives them hope and lifts their spirits.

Three of DonizettiOs most popular operas of today are comic in nature: LOElisir
d®Amore, Don Pasquale and Le Fille de Regiment; but it is important to remember
that out of the over seventy operas he composed during his lifetime, only about twenty
are comedies.

Written by Steven Daigle, May 2006






